MOT FAQs

So, having been a bike (class 1 and 2) MOT tester for years now | get
asked about testing a fair bit. Thought I'd do a quick brain dump of
such stuff. Not expected to answer everything but here goes. I'm
sure most of you know most of this but it was just an idea...

Firstly, the manual of what we check and how is publicly
available: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-inspection-manual-
for-motorcycles

Also, how MOT testing works
etc: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-testing-guide

DVSA decide if something is advise/minor/major/dangerous not us.

Believe it or not we are encouraged to err on the side of pass rather
than fail.

A clean bike isn't more likely to pass however it does make our life a
little more pleasant.

Regardless of how long your current MOT has left to run, if a bike
fails it no longer has a current MOT. If it's a dangerous failure you
shouldn't be riding it home.

There is no set time for a test however testers do need to keep
reasonably close to national averages - which is around half an
hour, give or take. However, it takes time to go and get the bike
from where it's parked, do pre-checks (basically - is it OK to test -
tyres pumped up, stuff like the fuel cap opens, the engine starts
etc), get the bike into the MOT bay, log it on etc etc so you'll likely
be told around 45mins to an hour tops.



You do need pillion footrests if you have a rear seat. If it's covered
by a seat cowl that's fine of course.

'Not for road use' or similar on an exhaust / can is a fail but if you
taped it over we aren't going to remove that tape to check.

Exhaust noise is at tester's discretion, we are asked to compare it to
a similar bike in standard condition. There is no decibel check. Nor
emissions either so we don't care about cat removal.

Number plates don't need to be measured unless obviously too
small. If it's black and silver / daft spacing etc have a word with
yourself.

Yes, you do need a reflector, yes | know they look naff.

If a DVSA inspector rocks up when we are mid-test they can QC the
test and be in the shit if not doing it 100% by the book. If we have a
bike mid-test with things like a small plate or rude exhaust etc we'll
be asked about it and asked if we need to go to a well-known high
street optician etc. Our licence and often jobs depend on not
mucking up so please do fit the proper plate / baffle etc. DVSA
could also present a bike without telling us they are DVSA too for
spot checks.

Don't hate the tester if they fail it, they are doing their job. | work at
large dealerships but always try to find the customer after a fail and
personally explain it. The number of bikes | fail for dangerous stuff
is scary. Most fails can be prevented.

You can do what you like after the test is complete. | see people re-
fit tiny number plates etc in the car park and couldn't care less as
it's after the test.



